88                  GERMAN   LITERATURE

Swiss novels recalls the art of his famous countryman

and friend, Arnold Bocklin, in many respects a kindred
spirit: both men possessed the power of captivating
the modern mind, in spite of its leanings towards
a drabber naturalism; both form a bulwark of the
romantic spirit in Europe in an unromantic age.
For this I regard as Keller's peculiarcc poetic mission":
he succeeded better than any of his German contem-
poraries in keeping the old romantic ideals alive in
the later nineteenth century. And this he achieved
not by artificial imitation, nor by turning his back
upon the aspiration of his own time. Rather did he,
this disciple of Herwegh and Feuerbach, take his
stand frankly in the unromantic, materially-minded
present, and, wrestling with the spirit of the past,
conquer it anew for his contemporaries.